Current summary of Hurricane Ike:

· At 2 PM Tuesday, the eye of Category 1 Hurricane Ike was located over western Cuba.  The 2 PM position was about 65 miles to the west-southwest of Havana, Cuba and about 160 miles to the southwest of Key West.  

· A tropical storm warning remains in effect for the entire stretch of the Florida Keys.  

· Ike is moving towards the west-northwest around 12 mph.  At 2 PM, maximum sustained winds were near 75 mph. 

· Hurricane force winds extend outwards to 35 miles from Ike's eye and tropical storm force winds extend outwards to 195 miles. 

· Sustained tropical storm force conditions are being felt throughout the Florida Keys.  At 3 PM, easterly sustained winds at Key West International Airport were 39 mph with gusts to 55 mph.

· Outer rain bands from Ike are spreading into saturated areas of southwest Florida, including Lee County.  

· Isolated tornadoes will remain possible within these rain bands across the Keys, south and southwest Florida through Wednesday morning.  

· A tornado warning is in effect for southern Miami-Dade County through 4:15 PM: http://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/GIS/apps/rview/warnings_cat.phtml?year=2008&wfo=MFL&phenomena=TO&eventid=76&significance=W
· Tropical storm conditions will gradually subside tonight in the Keys.

· Storm surge flooding of 2-3 feet is possible in the lower Keys during high tide early this evening along the Atlantic side of the island chain.  Storm tides may peak near 4 feet in Key West, which will temporarily inundate flood prone areas of the city.

· A high risk of rip currents continues along Florida’s Atlantic Beaches and swells from Ike will increase the rip current threat along the Gulf beaches beginning on Wednesday. 

· A coastal flood watch has been posted for the Florida panhandle and Big Bend from Walton County eastward to Dixie County from Wednesday evening through Thursday evening. Storm tides of 3-7 feet are possible during times of high tide during this period.  

· Significant beach erosion is possible along Florida's Gulf beaches by late Wednesday and especially on Thursday due to large waves. 

· Ike will enter the southeastern Gulf of Mexico later this afternoon.

· Ike is forecast to strengthen to Category 2 intensity by tomorrow morning and Category 3 strength by Thursday morning.  

· Ike is forecast to strike the Texas coast as a major hurricane on Friday night or Saturday.

· Lake Okeechobee's average elevation remains at 15.1 feet today. 

· River levels are receding very slowly at all gauges in between Lake Harney and Lake George along the St. Johns River.

Attached are the 2 PM advisory graphic, the afternoon computer model track forecasts, the latest tropical storm and hurricane force wind speed probabilities, and the latest ocean heat content graphic with Ike's forecast points overlaid.  Keep in mind that "XTRP" is not a computer model but is based solely on the current trajectory of Ike and "CLP5" is the climatology model based on history rather than current conditions.
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NHG Advisaries and County Emergency Management Statements superssde this produst.
This graphic should complement, not replace, NHC discussions.

If anything on this graphic causes confusion, igore the entire product.

For full info, see  http://my.sfwmd.gov/stwmd/cormmon /images /weather /plats. html
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